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Preface
The safeguard of our cultural heritage in the modern world requires the application of many different theoretical, experimental and empirical resources provided by the geoscience, chemistry, material science, biology and construction engineering. The past decades have seen an unprecedented level of research activity in this area. Most of the results are published as extended abstracts in conference proceedings and are usually difficult to access, especially for the international community. As such, we have edited the present volume with the intention of providing an integrated approach to the study of the deterioration of geomaterials rather than to focus on individual facets of the discipline. The production of this volume was inspired by international workshops held in G6ttingen (Germany), Strasbourg ( 
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